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BIGELOW LABORATORY FOR OCEAN SCIENCES 
(THE "LABORATORY") 

 
USE OF NAME POLICY 

 
A. Background 
The Laboratory is recognized by the Internal Revenue Service as a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit 
organization approved to conduct its ocean research and education activities.  It is a violation of the 
Internal Revenue Code’s ban on private inurement and private benefit for a not-for-profit 
organization to allow its name to be appropriated for use for private aggrandizement.  A not-for-
profit's name may be properly used only in pursuit of its mission or, if, for the benefit of a private 
person or entity, only by determination of its governing board - in this case, the Laboratory's Board 
of Trustees. 
 
The U.S. Trademark and Patent Office has granted a Trademark Registration to the Laboratory for 
the Laboratory's name and accompanying Laboratory logo (collectively, the "Laboratory's Name").  
As a trademark registrant, the Laboratory has the right and obligation to prohibit the unauthorized 
use of its mark for any commercial purposes.  A registered mark is not to be used by anyone other 
than the trademark registrant or its designee or licensee for the promotion of goods or services. 
 
B. Individual Use of the Laboratory's Name 
No one is permitted to: 
 

(1) Use for the benefit or advancement of any person, or company, the Laboratory's 
Name or the endorsement of the Laboratory except as expressly permitted by the Laboratory's Board 
of Trustees or written policy; or 
 

(2) Use publicly their affiliation with the Laboratory for political activity, religious 
matters, commercial gain or lobbying activity (except as requested by the Laboratory for Laboratory 
purposes). 
 
This does not prohibit anyone from making factual statements; provided, that, in context, the 
statements are not misleading. 
 
For example, it is acceptable to list accurate information on a personal vita, a bio for an article, or a 
listing as a speaker, such as "… a research staff member of Bigelow Laboratory for Ocean Sciences." 
 
Similarly, it is acceptable for a scientist to cite Laboratory presentations and publications in 
commonly-accepted style for an audience of peers, academic administrators and the like. 
It is not acceptable to use the Laboratory name in any misleading manner (e.g., to imply 
endorsement) to support a claim about research procedures, research results or commercial 
products. 
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Further, higher standards apply where there are references made to the Laboratory in materials that 
will be read by the public, media, government, regulatory agencies and others for whom a factual 
reference to the Laboratory could be mistakenly interpreted as approval or endorsement of research 
procedures, research results or commercial products by the Laboratory. 
 
It is the person’s obligation to ensure that any statements made in connection with the Laboratory's 
Name are accurate in content and meaning.  The Laboratory's Name is not available for use in 
connection with the promotion of a commercial product or service unless approved by the 
Laboratory's Executive Director or their designee in writing. 
 
C. Use of the Laboratory's Name by Other Entities 
The Laboratory's Board of Trustees legally control the use of the trademark owned by the 
Laboratory.  The Laboratory's Board of Trustees has established a policy that the Laboratory's 
Executive Director or their designee may approve a request from another organization or business 
for permission to use the Laboratory's Name; provided, that, as consideration for the privilege of using 
these terms, the user continuously satisfies all the following terms and conditions: 
 

(1) Use of the Laboratory's Name indicates that it is trademarked, thus: Bigelow 
Laboratory for Ocean Sciences®. 
 

(2) The Laboratory's Name can only be used in connection with an agreement that 
furthers the Laboratory's purposes and only as authorized by its Executive Director or their designee 
in writing. 
 

(3) Use of the Laboratory's Name does not violate the Laboratory's tax-exempt status or 
dilute its trademark. 
 

(4) The Laboratory can revoke such use at its discretion. 
 

(5) Use of the Laboratory's Name must be accompanied by a clear statement to the 
reader that use of the Laboratory's Name does not confer or indicate any endorsement by the 
Laboratory (except when such endorsement has been authorized by the Laboratory in writing) or 
any relationship between the parties as employees, agents, partners, joint venturers or agents that can 
legally bind the other party, except when a relationship is signified otherwise by a written agreement 
signed by both parties specifically allowing such usage. 
 
D. Additional Provisions 
1. Blanket Permissions.  In appropriate cases, permission for ongoing activities requiring 
approval under this Use-of-Name Policy may be given by category. 
 
2. Copyright Notices.  No approval is necessary to include the term "Bigelow Laboratory for 
Ocean Sciences" in a copyright notice on a work for which the Laboratory owns or co-owns the 
copyright. 
 
3. Trademark Registration.  No one may register or authorize the registration of any trade or 
service mark of the Laboratory in the United States or any foreign country without the prior 
permission of the Laboratory's Executive Director or their designee in writing. 


