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Welcoming remarks will begin at 

11:55 a.m. Eastern Time.

The formal presentation will begin at Noon Eastern

FOR AUDIO: 

To connect by phone: dial +1-866-365-4406  Access code 5627649 

To connect by VoIP: Click the AUDIO button at the top of the screen. 

For a list of international toll-free numbers check your confirmation email for the direct link. 

How to Choose an Exciting Career Path in 

Technology Transfer

The following presentation reflects the personal views and thoughts of the speakers, 
and is not to be construed as representing in any way the corporate views or advice 

of their Affiliates, Subsidiaries or Divisions, nor the views or advice of the 
Association of University Technology Managers (AUTM). The content is solely for 
purposes of discussion and illustration, and is not to be considered legal advice.
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How to Choose an Exciting Career Path in 
Technology Transfer

Moderator:
Dipanjan Nag, Ph.D., MBA, CLP, RTTP, IP Shakti, LLC

Speakers:
Rubayath Mohsen, Rockefeller University
Jay W. Schrankler, University of Minnesota

August 4, 2015

Thank you to our 
sponsors. 
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Questions?
We will be taking questions at the 

conclusion of the presentation. 

Operator Assistance

Audio difficulties: Dial 0 0

Other issues: +1-847-559-0846
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Remember 

to complete your survey 
after the event.

Thank You!

www.autm.net
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Welcome 

AUTM Members
www.autm.net

Member BenefitsDiscounted Pricing 
– Professional development courses 

– Annual Meeting 

– Online courses

– Online job posting

– Membership mailing lists 

• Access to AUTM Publications
– AUTM Better World Report

– AUTM Salary Survey

– AUTM Technology Transfer Practice Manual

– AUTM Licensing Activity Survey (currently for United States and Canada)

– AUTM Update
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Member Benefits
In-person and Online Networking

– Special Interest Groups (SIGS)

– Online Discussion Groups

– Volunteer committees

– Partnership Forum at Annual Meeting

– Meetings at national and regional levels

Additional Benefits
– Updates on legislative activity and how it affects you

– Meeting proceedings and presentations

– Member discount on the AUTM Licensing Activity Survey (currently for United States and 

Canada)

– Access to post data on the Global Technology Portal

Dipanjan Nag, 
IP Shakti, LLC
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Rubayath Mohsen,

Rockefeller University

Jay W. Schrankler,

University of Minnesota
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How to Choose an Exciting 
Career Path in Technology 

Transfer
Jay Schrankler – Univ. of Minnesota

Rubayath Mohsen- Rockefeller University

DJ Nag – IP Shakti

Technology Transfer in Numbers

16
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Technology Commercialization in Numbers*

17

Research Funding 
(~$693B)

~293,000 Invention 
Disclosures

~152,000 Patent 
Applications

~61,200 Patents 
Awarded

67,102 
active
license & 
options,
7,781 
start-ups

* Source AUTM Licensing Survey 1991-2011

Key Roles in Tech Transfer

• Licensing

• Operations

• Legal

– Contracts

– Patents

• Marketing

• Sales

• Finance/Accountin
g

• Compliance

• Research 
administration

• Startup

• Information tech



8/4/2015

10

Licensing Positions in Tech Transfer

• Licensing Assistant

• Licensing Associate

• Licensing Manager

• Director of Licensing

• Associate Director

• Director/Executive Director/Associate VP

Professionals who join tech 
transfer

• Scientists

• Business professionals

• Lawyers, patent agents, paralegal

• Industry bus dev/ licensing

• Industrial Researchers

• Management consultants
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Salary in Tech Transfer – Licensing 
Assistant

Salary in Tech Transfer – Licensing 
Associate
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Salary in Tech Transfer – Associate 
Director

Salary in Tech Transfer - Director
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New-to-the-Profession Insight

Background:

Science/Research – BSc. in Biomedical Engineering

MSc. in Biotechnology

• Why Technology Transfer?

Importance of Experience

• Internship at Johns Hopkins Tech Transfer

- Marketing, Mentorship, Journal Clubs, JHTT   
Events

• Consultant at Columbia Tech Ventures

• Job Search: 

Applications, Networking, Guidance
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First Job
• Technology Transfer Manager at Rockefeller 

University
– Contracts (MTAs), Compliance (iEdison), Marketing

• Future Goals: A lot to learn!
– Expanding responsibilities to other areas

– AUTM Webinars/Tech Transfer Events

– Certifications

My Mission Driven Career Change to TT

• Educational background-BSEE, MSEE, Harvard Executive 
Development Program, ULCA Executive Education

• Expereince-27 year industrial career-aerospace and 
automation

• Engineering to management to senior executive (President of 
$1.5B Division in Fortune 100)

• Change to TT Driven by strong desire to “make a difference”
– Apply accumulated knowledge

– Mission versus profit motive

– Make a difference for society using my experience
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What does or will your TT career look like?

Early Career Mid-Career Experienced Career

• Starting Point?

• Jump off  Point?

• Long term career?

“my first professional job”

• Career change?

• Bridge to something else?

• Part of a transition?

• Lifestyle driven?

• Personal value driven?

• Lifestyle driven?

• “Give-back” time?

• Exercise accumulated 

knowledge?

“seeking something different” “what’s next for me”

HOW TO PROGRESS TO THE NEXT 
STEP?

Career Development
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Career Development 
Beginner Through Advanced 

Courses Offered by AUTM

Invention 
Disclosure 

and 
Assessment

Intellectual 
Property 

Management
Marketing Licensing Start-ups Operations Leadership

Functional areas
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Career Progression

• Everyone who wants to up to 
date on profession

• AUTM Webinars for current 
trends

• Areas of interest such a drug 
development, Financial 
operations

• Directors and AVP/AVC

• e.g. Leadership Forum

• New courses launched

• Advanced Marketing

• Advance Startup

• Advance Negotiations

•Licensing 
Professionals

•3-6 Years experience

•Aspiring to be 
Directors or AVP/AVC

• Licensing & 
administrative 
professional

• 0-3 Years experience

• Aspiring to be licensing 
managers

Fundamental Intermediate

Current 
Topics

Advanced

Professional Designations
There are two professional designations in technology 

transfer that AUTM supports: CLP and RTTP.

http://www.licensingcertification.org/

http://www.attp.info
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Professional Designations

Professional Designations

Review courses 

are offered 

throughout the 

year.
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Become an AUTM Member
Be part of the largest global community of professionals supporting and 
advancing academic technology transfer. With nearly 3,200 members 
worldwide, AUTM is committed to protecting, licensing and managing 
academic intellectual property through knowledge sharing, advocacy, 
networking and communication. As a student member of AUTM, you enjoy a 
wealth of resources designed to help you advance your career in technology 
transfer.

AUTM Student membership costs $50/ year. Almost a no brainer if you are 
looking to join tech transfer!

Regular membership costs $285/year, extremely good value. 

Questions? Comments?
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Discussion 

and Q&A 
Click the raise hand button.

When called on, press * 7 on your telephone keypad to 
un-mute your phone. 

Press * 6 to re-mute your phone.

Thank you for your 
participation.

Remember to complete 

our online survey.
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Thank you to our 
sponsors. 

Webinar Recordings
Basics of Technology Transfer for Licensing Professionals

Basic Patenting 101
Copyright Law and Content/Software Licensing

Equity Based License Agreements
Financial Conflicts of Interest

Marketing: Whether By Traditional or Social Media, the Value
Need to Know Basics of Technology Transfer for Support Staff

Negotiation of License Agreements
Nuts and Bolts for Compliance Under Federal Funding Awards

The Basics of Open Source Licensing
Tips for Managing MTAs

Triage
Valuation of Inventions and Patents

(More Added Monthly)

www.autm.net/onlinelearning
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Register now for 
AUTM’s next webinar

• Meeting the Challenges of TTO
- August 12, 2015

www.autm.net/OnlineLearning

Watch the AUTM Website for 

upcoming webinars

• Triage
- August 18, 2015

• The How-To's for Improving Technology Transfer Office Legal Expense 

- September 30, 2015
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Network with AUTM Online

http://twitter.com/AUTM_Network

Type “Association of University
Technology Managers” into  the search
box on Facebook and click “like”

Search groups for AUTM at
www.linkedin.com  

AUTM Western Region Meeting
Sept. 10 - 11, 2015

Hyatt Regency Calgary

Calgary, Alberta Canada

AUTM Eastern Region Meeting

Aug. 31 – Sept. 1, 2015

Raleigh Marriott City Center
Raleigh, NC USA

Registration Now Open!

AUTM Region Meetings

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.smoothtransitionslawblog.com/uploads/image/linkedin[1](3).jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.smoothtransitionslawblog.com/tags/noncompete/&usg=__i-52DOmOThXdLKQTqLoS79vWKvI=&h=216&w=640&sz=49&hl=en&start=4&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=d5Sjr-qb-drGeM:&tbnh=46&tbnw=137&prev=/images?q=linkedin&hl=en&sa=G&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.smoothtransitionslawblog.com/uploads/image/linkedin[1](3).jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.smoothtransitionslawblog.com/tags/noncompete/&usg=__i-52DOmOThXdLKQTqLoS79vWKvI=&h=216&w=640&sz=49&hl=en&start=4&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=d5Sjr-qb-drGeM:&tbnh=46&tbnw=137&prev=/images?q=linkedin&hl=en&sa=G&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
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AUTM Partnering Forum
(Animal Health & Nutrition Technologies)

Sept. 1 – 2, 2015 

Hosted by: Kansas State University and Auburn 

Kansas City, MO

AUTM Essentials / TOOLS Course

Oct 5 – 7, 2015

The Westin Seattle

Seattle, WA USA

www.autm.net/Events

Save the    
Date!

AUTM Courses & Forum 

NEW!

Have an Interesting Topic?

The Online Professional Development 
Committee is seeking proposals and speakers 

for potential webinars.

Submit Your Idea Today! 

www.autm.net
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AUTM 2016 Annual Meeting

Feb. 14 – 17
San Diego, CA USA

www.autm.net/Events

Registration 

Open Soon!  

AUTM Annual Meeting 


