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Welcoming remarks will begin at 

11:55 a.m. Eastern Time.

The formal presentation will begin at Noon Eastern

FOR AUDIO: 

To connect by phone: dial +1-866-365-4406  Access code 5627649 

To connect by VoIP: Click the AUDIO button at the top of the screen. 

For a list of international toll-free numbers check your confirmation email for the direct link. 

Crowdfunding – A Conversation on 

Developments Impacting Technology 

Transfer 

The following presentation reflects the personal views and thoughts of 
Christopher D. McKinney, or Jeffrey A. Bekiares and is not to be construed 
as representing in any way the corporate views or advice of the Augusta 

University or Sparkmarket and their Affiliates, Subsidiaries or Divisions, nor 
the views or advice of the Association of University Technology Managers 
(AUTM). The content is solely for purposes of discussion and illustration, 

and is not to be considered legal advice.
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Crowdfunding – A Conversation on 
Developments Impacting Technology Transfer 

Moderator:
Christopher D. McKinney, Augusta University

Speaker:
Jeffrey A. Bekiares, Sparkmarket

January 20, 2016

Thank you to our 
sponsors. 
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Questions?
We will be taking questions at the 

conclusion of the presentation. 

Operator Assistance

Audio difficulties: Dial 0 0

Other issues: +1-847-686-2244
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www.autm.net

Welcome 

AUTM Members
www.autm.net
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Member BenefitsDiscounted Pricing 
– Professional development courses 

– Annual Meeting 

– Online courses

– Online job posting

– Membership mailing lists 

• Access to AUTM Publications
– AUTM Better World Report

– AUTM Salary Survey

– AUTM Technology Transfer Practice Manual

– AUTM Licensing Activity Survey (currently for United States and Canada)

– AUTM Update

Member Benefits
In-person and Online Networking

– Special Interest Groups (SIGS)

– Online Discussion Groups

– Volunteer committees

– Partnership Forum at Annual Meeting

– Meetings at national and regional levels

Additional Benefits
– Updates on legislative activity and how it affects you

– Meeting proceedings and presentations

– Member discount on the AUTM Licensing Activity Survey (currently for United States and 

Canada)

– Access to post data on the Global Technology Portal
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Christopher D. McKinney, 
Augusta University

Jeffrey A. Bekiares, 
Sparkmarket
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Crowdfunding – A Conversation on 
Developments Impacting 

Technology Transfer 

Jeffrey A. Bekiares, SparkMarket

Christopher D. McKinney, Augusta 
University

This is a timely topic!!
• WHO - This webinar will be ideal for technology transfer 

professionals eager to learn more about crowdfunding, 
entrepreneurs, beginning-to-intermediate business persons 
(operations and strategic), legal practitioners, development officers, 
and sales/marketing professionals.

• WHAT - Crowdfunding is a developing area of capital raising with 
wide-ranging implications for enterprises from small, to emerging, 
to mature. We will discuss some of the key developments in the 
regulatory and industry landscape related to crowdfunding and 
educate on a must-have lexicon for conversation in the space.
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What are we discussing today?
• Which companies can benefit most from crowdfunding?

• What types of crowdfunding are appropriate?

• What are legal and regulatory implications of various types of 
crowdfunding?

• What are some best practices in constructing and executing a 
campaign, as well as investor management following closing of a 
campaign?

Why do I care?
• Invention drives innovation.

• Innovation drives impact and income.

• But…funding drives invention and innovation!

• And, crowdfunding provides a whole new vista 
of funding opportunities!!
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Crowdfunding basics

• Raising money

• Engaging new investors

• Key legislation / SEC rules

Which companies (or others!) can 
benefit from crowdfunding?  Why?

• University tech transfer offices!!

• Potential newco’s

• Newco’s needing more capital
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What types of crowdfunding are 
most appropriate?

• Philanthropic

• Equity-based

• Mix?

Legal and regulatory 
considerations?

• Federal legislative context

• State legislative context

• SEC rules
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Best practices – from conception to 
execution and the aftermath…

• Stories!

• Future trends…

Wrap-up

• Crowdfunding…a terrific emerging 
(exploding!) tool for funding innovative new 
initiatives

• Details matter!

• Yet, YOU can benefit from learning about ---
and DOING --- this!
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Questions? Comments?

Discussion 

and Q&A 
Click the raise hand button.

When called on, press * 7 on your telephone keypad to 
un-mute your phone. 

Press * 6 to re-mute your phone.
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Thank you for your 
participation.

Remember to complete 

our online survey.

Thank you to our 
sponsors. 
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Webinar Recordings
Basics of Technology Transfer for Licensing Professionals

Basic Patenting 101
Copyright Law and Content/Software Licensing

Equity Based License Agreements
Financial Conflicts of Interest

Marketing: Whether By Traditional or Social Media, the Value
Need to Know Basics of Technology Transfer for Support Staff

Negotiation of License Agreements
Nuts and Bolts for Compliance Under Federal Funding Awards

The Basics of Open Source Licensing
Tips for Managing MTAs

Triage
Valuation of Inventions and Patents

(More Added Monthly)

www.autm.net/onlinelearning

Watch For Our Next Upcoming 

Webinar!

• An Insider's Guide to Effective Partnering with AUTM Connect – FREE

- January 21st

www.autm.net/OnlineLearning
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Network with AUTM Online

http://twitter.com/AUTM_Network

Type “Association of University
Technology Managers” into  the search
box on Facebook and click “like”

Search groups for AUTM at
www.linkedin.com  

AUTM Eastern Region Meeting

Sept. 29 - 30

The Westin Philadelphia
Philadelphia, PA

AUTM Central Region Meeting
July 18 - 20, 2016
The Pfister Hotel
Milwaukee, WI USA

Registration Open Soon!

AUTM Region Meetings

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.smoothtransitionslawblog.com/uploads/image/linkedin[1](3).jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.smoothtransitionslawblog.com/tags/noncompete/&usg=__i-52DOmOThXdLKQTqLoS79vWKvI=&h=216&w=640&sz=49&hl=en&start=4&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=d5Sjr-qb-drGeM:&tbnh=46&tbnw=137&prev=/images?q=linkedin&hl=en&sa=G&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.smoothtransitionslawblog.com/uploads/image/linkedin[1](3).jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.smoothtransitionslawblog.com/tags/noncompete/&usg=__i-52DOmOThXdLKQTqLoS79vWKvI=&h=216&w=640&sz=49&hl=en&start=4&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=d5Sjr-qb-drGeM:&tbnh=46&tbnw=137&prev=/images?q=linkedin&hl=en&sa=G&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
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Communication Technologies
Hosted by Georgia Tech Research Corporation

April 19-20, 2016
Georgia Tech Global Learning Center

Atlanta, GA USA

Agriculture Technologies

Hosted by University of Saskatchewan 

September 28-29, 2016
Radisson Hotel Saskatoon

Saskatoon, Canada

www.autm.net/Events

Save the    
Date!

AUTM Partnering Forums

Registration 

is open!

Have an Interesting Topic?

The Online Professional Development 
Committee is seeking proposals and speakers 

for potential webinars.

Submit Your Idea Today! 

www.autm.net
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We need your help. The Online Professional 
Development Committee is seeking professionals 

interested in joining their committee. 

Interested? Please contact
Melinda Briggs – mbriggs@autm.net 

Get Involved

AUTM 2016 Annual Meeting

Feb. 14 – 17
San Diego, CA USA

www.autm.net/Events

AUTM Annual Meeting 

Registration 

Now Open!  


